Fluid and protein clearance in the rat endometrium. Part II: Ultrastructural evidence for the presence of alternative, non-lymphatic clearance mechanisms in the rat endometrium.
In the rat endometrium, resident macrophages and exudate phagocytes ensure proteolysis by means of phagocytosis, macro- and micropinocytosis. Using exogenous tracer particles no ultrastructural evidence could be obtained for the occurrence of endometrial prelymphatics. It is suggested that the free tissue fluid may be drained via the fenestrated (probably venous) blood capillaries.